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National Right to Life Committee Commends President Trump
For His Selection of Judge Neil Gorsuch as Successor to Justice Scalia
WASHINGTON – Today, the National Right to Life Committee (NRLC), the federation of 50
state right-to-life affiliates, commended President Donald Trump for his selection of Judge
Neil Gorsuch to fill the U.S. Supreme Court seat vacated by the February 2016 death of
Justice Antonin Scalia.
“All too often, our efforts to protect unborn children and other vulnerable humans
have been overridden by judges who believe they have a right to impose their own
policy preferences,” said Carol Tobias, president of National Right to Life. “We are
heartened that Judge Gorsuch appears to share Justice Scalia’s view that federal
judges are constrained to enforce the text and original intent of constitutional
provisions, and on all other matters should defer to democratically elected
lawmakers.”
As a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit since 2006, Gorsuch has not
reviewed any state or federal abortion laws. However, he showed support for conscience
rights in two cases involving Obamacare mandates. He dissented from a ruling hostile to
Utah’s attempts to curb funding for Planned Parenthood (Planned Parenthood Association
of Utah v. Herbert). Gorsuch’s 2006 book The Future of Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
argued against the legalization of assisted suicide, and defended the idea that “human life is
fundamentally and inherently valuable, and that the intentional taking of human life by
private persons is always wrong.”
“Pro-life legislators and activists nationwide can have high confidence that as a
Supreme Court justice, Neil Gorsuch will not join those who have nullified past
efforts to protect the lives of unborn children and other vulnerable humans,” said
Douglas D. Johnson, Senior Policy Advisor for National Right to Life.
Founded in 1968, National Right to Life, the federation of 50 state right-to-life affiliates and
more than 3,000 local chapters, is the nation's oldest and largest grassroots pro-life
organization. Recognized as the flagship of the pro-life movement, NRLC works through
legislation and education to protect innocent human life from abortion, infanticide, assisted
suicide and euthanasia.
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